
Drama  Cluster Diagram 

Step-by-Step Instructions: 

1. Before the lesson begins, create a cluster diagram of Aristotle’s six elements of a play. 

2. Hand out a blank cluster diagram (cluster diagram main points or cluster diagram missing 

details depending on learning strengths and challenges of student, such as dysgraphia) to 

each student. 

3. Tell students to fill in as many blanks as they can on their own. 

4. Walk around the classroom so that you can assess what students know about Aristotle’s 

six elements of a play. 

5. Using an overhead projector or white board, introduce students to the important elements 

of plays identified by Aristotle over 2000 years ago when he analyzed the Greek tragedy 

Oedipus Rex by Sophocles in the 5th century B.C. 

6. Model for the students how to complete a blank cluster diagram talking aloud conveying 

what you are thinking about Aristotle’s six elements of a play and encourage student 

discussion and examples. 

7. After you have completed the blank cluster diagram, reveal the completed cluster 

diagram. 

8. Then cover the completed cluster diagram. 

9. Encouraging students to correct and complete their blank cluster diagrams to demonstrate 

what they have learned. 

10. Then have students work in pairs to check their completed cluster diagrams with their 

peers to check their understanding. 

11. Walk around classroom to ensure students have accurate understanding of topic. 

12. Then introduce how to read a play aloud. 

13. Model to the students how to read a play aloud and how to bring the play alive when they 

are reading it silently. The teacher can point out differences between reading a play and 

reading a novel (use information from links below) with the objective of the students 

learning how to derive meaning out of all aspects of the play: the stage directions, the 

actions of the characters, and the role of a narrator. As the students look at the 

relationships of the characters, the themes woven in the words of the playwright 

Tennessee Williams, and the symbols of the play The Glass Menagerie, they may realize 

the similarities in analyzing any piece of literature. (During the next lesson, students will 

practice reading The Glass Menagerie aloud bringing the play alive.) 

14. Students can exit the class turning in a completed cluster diagram, identifying 5 of 6 

elements of a play and 5 out of 7 ways to effectively read a play aloud. 

15. Evaluate what each student has learned using the cluster diagram each student completed. 

 

http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/Clusterdiagram_blank.pdf
http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/Clusterdiagram_missingpoints.pdf
http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/Clusterdiagram_missingdetails.pdf
http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/Clusterdiagram_missingdetails.pdf
http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/Clusterdiagram_complete.pdf
http://cte.jhu.edu/onlinecourses/SchoolofEducation/JHUSSI/English/Clusterdiagram_complete.pdf

